
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE: 

Health Council Hosts Empowering Community Healthcare Forum  
 

(Hamilton, Bermuda 3rd October 2017) – On 21st September 2017, the Health Council hosted an 
empowering community healthcare forum. Members of the public and health system 
stakeholders collaboratively discussed suggestions to address Bermuda’s healthcare challenges 
and ensure improved access to health services. These suggestions will help the Health Council to 
recommend the health services every resident in Bermuda should have as part of basic health 
insurance coverage.  
 

The top three themes discussed were: 
1.      Improving policy and/or legislation 
2.      Increasing access to health services 
3.      Increasing the number of available programmes and/or services 

 
Additionally, the Health Council also reviewed and discussed the results from the health services 
survey. Both health service providers and members of the public welcomed the idea of a more 
comprehensive package of services.  
 
Dr. Ricky Brathwaite, Director, Health Economics states: “Thank you to those who participated 
in the community health forum and completed the health services survey.  We heard stories from 
parents wanting greater access to services for their children, women wanting to ensure choice in 
where they receive care, persons with mental health concerns wishing greater access to 
community health professionals, and from seniors wanting affordable medication and doctors’ 
visits. We will now begin the difficult task of assessing the data and making recommendations to 
ensure that each and every resident has access to health services that better meets their needs.” 
 

The format of the forum was quite dynamic, requiring participants to discuss and learn more 
about the areas of care including promotive, preventative, curative, rehabilitative and palliative 
care. The participants discussed what these areas mean to them, the challenges in the health 
system and suggestions to address the challenges.  
 

The Health Council will be releasing a full report on the Health Services Survey results and the 
public’s feedback. We look forward to continuing discussions with the public, insurers, health 
charities, government agencies and health service providers around service gaps.  
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Media Contact:  
Jessica Steede, Communications and Media Relations Project Officer 
Telephone: 704-6450 
Email: jesteede@bhec.bm  
 

About Bermuda Health Council  
Established in January 2006, the Bermuda Health Council (Health Council) is tasked with 
regulating, coordinating and enhancing the provision of health services in Bermuda. Led by a 
Board representing a broad range of sectors in Bermuda’s community, and staffed by a team of 
committed professionals, the Health Council works with health system stakeholders towards 
achieving a quality, equitable and sustainable health system. 
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